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music of Gretry.1 He also wrote, in 1814, several political articles, which were inserted in the Journal de Paris, but they were without effect ; and it is said that he afterwards suppressed the " Miroir," for having pointed out at that time the defects of his style.
When the train of events at the time of the Revolution indicated the danger to which the royal family was exposed, Louis was amongst the first that emigrated. He left Paris in 1791, and went to Austrian Flanders. He has left a description of this flight, dedicated to the companion of his escape, D'Avary. It was this expedition that Talleyrand so wittily described, as the Journey of Harlequin, who is always afraid, and always hungry.
When banished from Cologne by the Elector, and repulsed from Vienna by the Emperor, Louis, then under the title of the Count de Lille, wont first to Poland, and then to Mittau. It was there that he wrote the celebrated Letter to Napoleon, then consul; and, notwithstanding the display of sentiments which it contained, lie laboured incessantly for his re-establishment as King ; and the conspiracies of Georges, Pichegru, and Morcan, showed what means of success were adopted.
The peace of Tilsit conducted all the Bourbons to England, and Louis took up his residence at Hartwell, and afterwards at Wanstcad. His chief favourites were Messrs. D'Avary, de Jaucourt, de Blacas, and Decaze. The latter gained his friendship by a pecxiliar circumstance : when Courtoin, the member of the convention, died, in 1818, M. Decaze, who knew that this man had in his possession an autograph correspondence, of the King with Robespierre, repaired to his house, and took
1 Andre Ernest Modesto Gretry (17,} 1-1813).Our Lady of Good Help," is effectively disposed of in M. L. Gastine's admirable biography, of which a translation has been published by Mr. John Lane (1913).am 1776.
